
The Robert Burns Club of Milwaukee, founded in 1986, held its annual Burns Supper at Klemmers 
Williamsburg Inn in West Allis, Wisconsin, where we have raised 

a glass for (literally) decades.  The old fashioned decor lends well to a traditional supper and the food is 
amazing.  Thirty-six people braved the frozen tundra of Wisconsin to attend. 

Diners had a choice of whiskey marinated sirloin or Cod Almandine (although vegetarian and medical 
diets are accommodated).  And barley soup, haggis (of course), tatties and neeps (of course), and 
shortbread and chocolates for dessert. 

President Priscilla Kucik gave the Welcome 
and President's Address, noting that 
Burnsians are not moderate in their love of 
the bard and that the word "fan" comes 
from the word "fanatic".  We do not go 
overboard but we do have one oar in the 
dinghy.  All were welcome, whether they 
were first timers or frequent flyers, 
Scottish or Gentiles, haggis lovers or 
heretics. In a crazy political world, nations 
this time of year put aside their differences 
to honor the Poet Laureate of Love. 

The Selkirk Grace began the traditional 
Burns Supper. 

Vice President Ian Day performed his signature dramatic rendition of Burns' "Address to a Haggis", with 
flying knife blades and a resounding "bethanket hums" belch. 

The colorful, exceptionally beautiful  program designed by Janet Kerr Carroll, daughter of the club's 
founder, William Kerr. 

She is a published Burnsian and emergency medical technician (although she does not work in the Burns 
Unit). 

The Toast to the Immortal Memory was given by 
Wendy Wilson Uhl, who held the audience 
spellbound with reflections from a recently 
deceased local celebrity, Gerald Kloss, and Burns 
scholar David Daiches, adding her own insights.  



"Holy Willie's Prayer" performed by a (figuratively) tipsy Ian Day 
in nightshirt and nightcap (yes, that is not just a drink).  

 President Priscilla Kucik introduced the history of the poem so 
we could truly dishonor the memory of Reverend William Fisher. 

The "Toast to the Lassies" was written by Jim Rothschadl but 
performed by Greg Carlson. The "Lassies Reply" was merrily given 
by Jim's wee wifey, Linda Daly. The differences were gently 
satirized but overcome by true love. 

Russell and Jessie Read sang a set of Scottish songs.  Her family 
has a tradition that all the men in the family and those who 
marry into it must learn and sing "A Wee Doch and Doris".  
Russell verified this by performing the song, with Jessie 
harmonizing.  

This night was the anniversary of the club's founder, Bill Kerr, and 
he was eulogized for the benefit of those who did not have the honor and privilege of knowing him. 

A popular raffle highlights the Milwaukee Burns Suppers and has made it t possible to hold the ticket 
price steady for almost 20 years. 

The Caledonian Scottish Dancers performed an 
educational introduction to Scottish Dancing. Tony 
Palese piped. Then, "the night drave on wi' sangs an 
clatter". Guests as well as members performed. 

 

The evening reluctantly ended with a circular 
singing "Auld Lang Syne". 


