MEDICINE HAT BURNS CLUB

 
2015 was very special year, and one many of us will never forget, for various reasons.  Prior to 2015, the Medicine Hat Burns Club sponsored, supported or hosted three different events. In January there is of course the annual Robert Burns Celebration, which in 2015 was the first time we merged resources to co-host this event with the Suffield Garrison  Officers’ Mess (SGOM) which includes officers from the Canadian military stationed at Canadian Forces Base (CFB) Suffield, and officers of the British army stationed at the British Army Training Unit Suffield (BATUS), which is also on the base and where the British military primarily do their desert tank training. In the summer, specifically on Canada Day (1 July each year) we also host a Haggis on file_0.jpg
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a Bap (Bun) event at a local park where over 10,000 people come to attend this event held here as a festival. This is a casual fun day where we can promote the Club and Scottish culture. Next, we have our very special Jolly Beggars Banquet, a special men’s only event designed for thirty seven (37) gentlemen as Burns was 37 years old when he died.
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In 2015 the annual dinner and Jolly Beggars Banquet were a success. Of note we were very privileged to have Peter Hughes OBE, RBWF President, Robert Boyd, RBANA President, Ronnie O’Byrne, RBWF Director Canada and Paul Armstrong, President of the Calgary Burns Club all attend the 2015 Jolly Beggars as well as one of the top pipers from the Band of the Scots Guards, then at CFB Suffield and provided to us courtesy of the British army commander BATUS. It was of course a great event that will continue, and in fact as a result of queries made by various local ladies acquainted with the Club and Burns, and from previous attendees from the nearby city of Lethbridge, on 3 October 2015 we supported the inaugural Jean Armour’s Ladies Dinner where we also provided good looking lads in kilts to serve tables. 

The inaugural guest speaker for this event was the Honourable Judge Sylvia Oishi, a provincial court judge from Lethbridge, Alberta. On 14 November 2015 the Club also sponsored an inaugural Jolly Beggars Banquet in Lethbridge, Alberta.  Here Ken Montgomery was invited to provide the immortal memory. Both events were a success and it appears that Lethbridge will now be formally establishing its own Burns Club.  
Where all Club members were excited to see the year ending on such a positive note, our happiness was shattered when on 12 December 2015, Chris Gerbrandt, our Club Photographer, and a very involved member, was killed in a motor vehicle collision when a young distracted driver crossed the centre line and hit him head on while he was driving on an undivided highway. Chris’s wife Kim and their 14 year old son Kolton were also present and seriously injured in that collision. They are recovering and a special celebration of life, where over 500 people attended, was held 6 February 2015. Chris will be missed.
 
Plans for 2016 are moving ahead and we hope to build on what has already been established. The Club is also very excited to be hosting the 2017 RBANA Conference and plans are also underway to ensure that event is a successful event. With the Canadian dollar being as low as it it we also hope to see more of our American kin attend. 

