
Halton Peel Burns Club 
 
When planning the 2016-7 club program it became apparent that many of our members would not be available for 
the usual January 27th date for a Burns Supper. Some were committed to other Suppers and others were either 
going south for the winter or had booked cruises. 
Our club has traditionally celebrated St. Andrews day at the end of November and this time around we decided it 
made a lot of sense to combine it with our Burns Supper which we did on 27th November, very ably arranged & 
organized by Doreen Ritchie.  
In order to be fair to both celebrations, it was decided that the usual speeches be kept short and more time given to 
the Ceilidh part of the evening. 
For the last 10 years our Burns Suppers have been a members-only affair, but this year we opened up to guests 

and had a capacity crowd of 50 for the event room. 
Our President, Jim Steel, welcomed everyone and handed over the 
meeting to our M.C.  Ronnie O’Byrne. 
Our club Bob Ritchie piped in the Haggis followed by ‘Poosi Nansie’ 
Lindsay Steel carrying the haggis and Guard Roy Cummings in 
attendance. 
Dr. David Murray then addressed the haggis.                                                                  
Our Chaplin Rev Bob Docherty offered the Burns Grace before dinner   
 The Chief’s steak pie, delivered in a casserole at each   

                                 table,  as last year, most appreciated. 

Ronnie O’Byrne delivered a brief Immortal memory in his usual polished 
style. 
Bob and Doreen Ritchie exchanged gentle banter in the Toast to the Lassies 
and reply. 
The toast to out two lands was offered by Vince Leahy and being a true 
Irishman, he talked around the subject with nuanced humour.   
 
There was then lots of time for the “Sangs &  
Clatter” lead again by Ronnie  O’Byrne his 
guitar sideman Barry Powell and  singer Joan 

   Ballantyne. 
  A highlight of the evening was  a comical skit on 
how the Battle of Trafalgar  might be played out in 
the modern politically correct world; acted out by 
Alan McKenzie as Nelson & Jim Steel, as Hardy. 
That was followed by several songs and poems.  
Chrys Ballantyne read an amusing parody on “Ae Fond Kiss’.  
She discovered it in a collection of Burnsiana received from a friend in 
Banchory Scotland 
A. special Guest was Ayesha Chatterjee, the Chair of the League of 
Canadian Poets Board. Ayesha was interested in how Burns poetry is    

                             celebrated and the form of the Burns Supper. The Poets Board were  
                             planning a similar sort of social gathering in January 2017. 
                              Ayesha joined in and read one of her poems to the company.    
                               The evening wrapped up at 11:00PM with a boisterous Auld Lang Syne.                           

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/empire_seapower/trafalgar_01.shtml

