
Report of the Burns Club of Atlanta’s Burns Nicht Dinner, 29 January 2017 
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The annual Burns Club of Atlanta, Ga. fete celebrating the Birthday of Robert Burns was, in 
usual American tradition, held for convenience on a Saturday night instead of on the Bards 
birthday. Sorry traditionalists, but we just can’t get over it. If you understood Atlanta’s workday 
traffic nightmare, the change is quite understandable. 
 
Having said that, it was a grand night indeed. An overflow crowd of members and guests filling 
not only the old replicated section of  the Burns Cottage, but the new addition housing the 
assembly room, kitchen and the restrooms, as well. It was the largest Atlanta Burns Dinner 
crowd I have personally experienced in my twenty years as a member. One old timer Mr. Ian 
MacFarlane, upon introductions, reported this was his 43rd consecutive Burns Dinner as a club 
member. 
 
Special guests for the evening included The Hon. Jeremy Pilmore-Bedford, Consul General to 
the United Kingdom, The Hon. Shane Stephens, Consul General to the Rep. of Ireland, and 
Scotland’s own worthy, Past President of the Robert Burns World Federation, and presenter of 
the evenings Toast to the Immortal Memory, Peter T. Hughes, OBE & etc. What more could one 
hope for? 
 
The entire program was ably conducted by Burns  Club President, Mr. William E. Tucker and 
especially by the clubs workhorse, VP, Mr. Steven E.. Winn. Volunteers assembled early to 
decorate the cottage. Tables were festooned with sprigs of purple heather, tartans hung from the 
walls, the fireplace in the Bier was prepared but not needed, even though it was damn cold 
outside, because of the modern technical upgrades to the club’s heating and cooling systems.  
 
Starting promptly at 6:00pm, the Haggis was piped in to A Man’s A Man…, by Mr. Henry 
Frantz, past president and the the clubs traditional piper.  Mr. Richard Graham, also a past 
president, gave the Address to the Haggis in his always elegant and artful manner. Mr. Graham is 
an English born Scot, a long time American and a distinct treasure to the Burns Club of Atlanta. 
 
Following the Haggis presentation, the piper played Flowers of the Forest to commemorate two 
members who passed on during this last year, then, the Rev, James Powell,  PhD, and past 
President, led the Selkirk Grace and we were off and running. 
 
After the dinner, nothing unusual to report there, Mr. Tom Jones, esq., read a word from the Bard 
which was followed up by our never to be missed period of self-introductions, where wit and 
wisdom combine themselves with humor to amaze, mystify, and often poke fun at, in a friendly 
manner of course, other members who have made themselves targets of opportunity. Guests of 
members are also introduced but, do not speak. We always, it seems, enjoy a spate of new 
applications, especially by first time visitors, following our Burns Nicht dinners. 
 
Squeezed between the Introduction and the Toasts was the remaining piece of Clubs business, 
the Installation of the Burns Club of Atlantas new officers, by Past President and native born 
Scot, Dr. Edward T. Morgan PhD. Yours truly has now been voted a club Director. 
 



Now to the business at hand, the toasts. Britain's Consul General, Mr. Jeremy Pilmore-Bedford 
offered up a most splendid toast to HRH the Queen, Elizabeth II, commenting on her longevity 
as a reigning Sovereign. Specifically, Consul Mr. Bedford reminded members, that Eisenhower 
was the US President when she ascended the throne, and has met every other one through 
Obama; has worked with every British Prime Minister from Winston Churchill to Theresa May, 
lived through the era of German National Socialism, Russian Sovietism, and still puts in a full 
day’s work today. Madam is now in her 90’s. That’s got to say something for haggis. 
 
The toast to the President, by past club president, USN Commander (ret.) “Woody” Woodruff, 
spoke to the strength of American’s military to hold the peace and the US Navy’s traditions of 
announcing the arrival or departure of a Ship’s Captain, the Secretary of the Navy or the 
President of the United States.  A simple tradition actually, where, upon signal by Officer of the 
Deck, a bosun’s mate blows the bosun’s whistle over the ships PA system, and announces, in this 
case our new President: “United States” arriving. A very touching and moving toast especially 
for the former military members among us. 
 
The Toast to our Nation was presented by Member Mr. Hugh Peterson, Esq. mandolin player 
extrodinaire, reflecting on the coming positive changes in store for our USA. 
 
A toast to the US Armed Forces was presented by the Irish Consul General, Mr. Shane Stephens, 
who drew a picture of the Irish contribution to Americas military from the days of our Civil War, 
to the present, identifying even, Lt. General Michael Flynn (ret), as the Presidents new security 
advisor. He reflected on the Irish governments learning tactics (pre WWI) from the US Army at 
Ft. Benning, Ga. , giving us an Irish as well as a Georgia connection.  
 
And, an unusual toast, reintroducing a once Atlanta Burns Club tradition, was presented by Mr. 
Thomas R. Todd Jr. LLB, a toast to the Burns Club of Atlanta. Mr. Todd reminded the older 
members that on Burns dinner nights of yore, members always greeted one another with “Happy 
Birthday.” Maybe it will stick again.  
 
A toast to the “Immortal Memory” by Peter T. Hughes is an event never to be forgotten. His 
enthusiasm, energy and a Glasgow accent contribute to one hell of a stand up comedy routine, as 
well as taking listeners on a trip down history’s memory lane. I believe I’ve heard Peter’s Toast 
three or four times already and it’s always new, except for his ‘Cat on the Roof’ story which, of 
course, sets the pace for his presentation. Everybody’s in laughter! Peter was presented with the 
Clubs traditional coffee mug, I think by now, he must have two or three, and a inscribed glass 
table piece commemorating  his visit and his talent. Of course, it will need to be dusted from 
time to time, and kept away from the pathway of cats, if he has any.  
 
Finally the toast to the Lasses presented by member Mr. Bob Pierson Jr. the clubs duty 
photographer. His was a noble toast, not cutting or cruel but filled with love an appreciation. In 
repose, in the toast to the Laddies, the fetching Mrs. Judy Jones, wife of Mr. Tom Jones, recited a 
memorized poem, probably of her own making, that entranced and pleased the assembly. It was 
very well done and she earned a standing ovation. 
 



The evenings conclusion, as always, was “Auld Lang Syne” followed by the post evening 
tradition of the Burns Club, extemporaneous contributions of poems, music, recitations and 
etc.  That should about do it for 2017. See you al in Medicine Hat. 
 
Your’s aye, 
 
George G. McClellan (FSA Scott) 
Director, Burns Club of Atlanta,  
Director, RBANA 
 


